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> Event

December saw the �rst edition of the 

Associations Grand Ball, not in Vienna 

but in Chateau Sainte-Anne in Brussels. 

Cécile Caiati-Koch, Managing Director of 

Headquarters, had some kind of epiphany 

earlier in 2014: why not organise a re�ned 

‘soirée’ in an elegant venue where associa-

tions would come, chat and dance all night? 

– no strings (or workshops) attached! The 

ball has already become an annual event. 

Please make a note for next year: Thursday 

17 December 2015.

Thanks to our supporting partners, guests 

were presented with a delicious dinner, 

with each course representing the di"erent 

regions they came from. Leena Sipilä and 

Johanna Grönberg from Finland treated us 

with a very special salmon. Danielle Neyts 

and Orla Kraft of Tourism Ireland told us 

everything about Irish beef. Coralie Delaubert 

and Monica  Peterman from Rimini had 

prepared an unusual but very tasty Zuppa 

Inglese. Later that evening, we all danced to 

the inspiring beats of a great live band.

The objective of the Headquarters Grand 

Ball is �rst to bring together the association 

community in Europe in a friendly and 

relaxed atmosphere. But we also have a 

hidden agenda to be honest! As a profes-

sional trade organisation, we are also 

responsible for progress in the world. And as 

a magazine, we can see a major challenge in 

the future, namely the education of young 

professionals from the meetings industry 

in emerging countries such as Africa, Latin 

America and Asia. In this respect, we have 

created a foundation - the Meeting Media 

Group Foundation - that will collect funds 

to allow young people to participate in train-

ing programmes. We have sent a letter to all 

our dear guest with a request to contribute 

- and so far feedback has been tremendous! 

Of course, you as a reader, can also make a 

donation. See www.meetingmediagroup.

com for more information.

We are convinced that the number of par-

ticipants at next year’s Ball will double. A 

heart-warming tradition has begun and will 

undoubtedly resound in the 28 members 

states of the European Union. 

More info and photos on  

www.meetingmediagroup.com

Earlier this year Headquarters came up with the idea of organising an event for our 

association readers. We immediately thought of a festive meeting, an end-of-year ball for 

example like the ones held at Hofburg Vienna. The �rst edition took place on December 5 

and was a resounding success!
Text Marcel A.M. Vissers and Rémi Dévé

HEADQUARTERS

GRAND BALL
A first edition to remember

Château Sainte-Anne

Danielle Neyts, Market Representative, and Orla Kraft, 

Business Tourism Executive Europe, Tourism Ireland

Coralie Delaubert, Marketing Executive, and Monica  

Peterman, International Business development Executive, 

Convention Bureau della Riviera di Rimini
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RIMINI SAYS NO TO WASTE!

Who said destinations could only talk the talk 

about sustainability? Rimini actually walked 

the walk, we witnessed it in person. There was 

indeed a bit of a last minute hickup concerning 

their dessert, as it was not done with the 

right ingredients. We had plenty of time to 

correct the mistake, but Rimini felt really 

bad about throwing away food - their sense 

of CSR is obviously really high - and chose 

to serve the dessert anyway, even though it 

wasn’t prepared exactly by the book. Isn’t this 

admirable?

17 December 2015

Headquarters Grand Ball
Chateau Sainte-Anne, Brussels Save 

the date!the Headquarters team

Leena Sipilä, Director of Finland Convention Bureau, and Johanna 

Grönberg, Project Manager at Helsinki Convention & Events Bureau


